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Background: 
 

Norwich has a large number of neighborhood trails that are connected only by the 
most informally designed, marked, and permitted trails. A major goal of trail stewards in 
town is to find ways to build better connections between these well-established trails. 
Ultimately, we hope to form a network of clearly marked, navigable, well built, and 
expertly maintained trails that bring together neighborhoods throughout town and build 
strong relations between trail users and the landowners who permit public access to these 
trails.  

 
Existing trail networks bordering the AT corridor are informally marked and have 

multiple spurs that have tended to promote the construction of other private trails to gain 
access to these longer segments, which can be used to travel to other corners of town.  By 
gaining formal permission from landowners to create and manager a longer, well-marked 
and mapped trail that forms this contiguous connecting trail that users are seeking, we 
believe we can greatly curb AT misuse and eliminate informal trail incursion into the 
corridor. 
 
 
Proposal:  
 

A major known issue with the current informal trail network throughout town is 
use of the Appalachian Trail by bikers to connect through to other longer, permitted, 
multiuse trails. We believe that by creating a contiguous multiuse trail from downtown 
Norwich that bypasses the AT on its way to other major parking areas throughout town 
we can eliminate illegal use of the AT.  

 
We also strongly believe that a formal trail like this will resolve issues arising 

from construction of new informal trails by people who are attempting to make these 
kinds of connections, but almost always fail by way of terrain challenges and lack of use. 
These trails have been an incredible distraction to the outdoor exploration of others, and 
tend only to increase the likelihood of AT misuse.  

 
In order to create a trail that will absorb and redirect bike and foot traffic away 

from the AT, geography would require use of approximately .9 miles of the Appalachian 
Trail corridor. Rough estimates indicate that such a trail would need to exist between 150 
and 400 feet of the current AT route for .5 miles, and be run even closer to established 
walking-only trails at Cossingham Farm.  

 
A clearly established, mapped, signed and well-built trail that users can follow 

from appropriate parking areas at the population center of Norwich out to the periphery, 





taking advantage of known trails and created with the consent and support of all 
landowners involved would be a true asset to our community. 
 
 
Goals:  
 
1. Solve issues of AT and AT Corridor misuse. 
2. Create trails that serve community members at the periphery and centers of town. 
3. Encourage use of existing town parking resources. 
4. Post clear signage that users can follow along thoughtfully established trails. 
5. Generate awareness of and gratitude for the landowner group that supports these trails.  
6. Foster good communication between trail users and landowners 
7. Employ trained volunteers to expertly manage the ongoing stewardship of town trails. 
8. Create a more accessible trail network with loop options for beginners. 
  
 
Organizational Support:  
 

The Norwich Trails Committee, established as a committee of the Norwich 
Conservation Commission, has a track record of expert trail stewardship and volunteer 
coordination dating from 1996. This group has developed new trails (Parcel 5, Blue 
Ribbon Trail, Hazen Trail), maintained existing trails (Ballard Trail, Gile Mtn Trail, Heyl 
Trail), and restored deteriorated trails (Gile Mtn Trail). They have successfully raised 
funds for trail work and partnered with other organizations to achieve trail-building goals. 
Partnerships throughout the years include VT Recreational Trails Program, VT Dept of 
Forests, Parks and Recreation, VT Youth Conservation Corp, Upper Valley Trails 
Alliance, Upper Valley Mtn. Bike Association, and Norwich Dept. of Public Works.  
 

We believe the Trails Committee is in a unique position to help build the kinds of 
relationships required to have a larger more interconnected trail network. The proposed 
trail alone would involve 14 private landowners, the Norwich Fire District, Norwich town 
forests, municipal parking resources, nonprofit stewardship groups like the Upper Valley 
Land Trust, and governmental organizations like the National Forest Service.  
 
 
Landowner Participation: 
 

Preliminary support for the proposed route and larger trail network has been given 
by the 25 private, as well as the Norwich Town Manager’s Office, the Norwich Fire 
District Land Management Council, and the Upper Valley Land Trust. The likelihood of 
additional landowners joining the project grows increasingly likely as support is built 
within key groups like the National Forest Service, Appalachian Trail Conservancy, and 
Green Mountain Club. 
 
 





 
Proposed Route: 
 

Beginning at the intersections of Dutton Hill Rd and Bragg Hill Rd, with kiosk 
maps placed in the Community Bread Oven parking area, the trail would travel uphill and 
around the Fire District pump station before crossing Bragg Hill to join the existing Heyl 
Trail. Heyl Trail travels up to the Bragg Hill Ridge, which the Appalachian Trail follows 
on it’s way to West Hartford, Vermont. Turning west before entering the AT corridor, the 
trail would follow existing neighborhood trails through to Cossingham Farm, and then 
into the corridor briefly while following the boundary of the farm and the AT corridor.  
 

Once trail users reach Cossingham Trail, an old class IV rd that has been 
downgraded to a town trail, new trail would be required to run the proposed .9 mile route 
around Cossingham Farm, connecting via one of the 3 informal trails that cross the AT on 
the western side of the Farm.  
 

By allowing trail users to travel straight across Cossingham Trail, they will not 
need to make the 2 other crossings of the AT itself that allow for the same connection.  
 

This would allow for the removal of 3 substantial informal trails on the western 
side of Cossingham Farm that bisect the corridor and the AT itself.  

 
In all likelihood, users will never even know their proximity to the AT and will 

not be tempted to travel along it by way of having to cross it multiple times to make 
connections between neighborhood trails 
 

Rough measurements seem to indicate there would be appropriate room for a trail 
between the AT and the boundary with Cossingham Farm, with the narrowest exposure 
being at Cossingham Trail itself. 

 
The full route of the proposed trail would travel the remainder of the Bragg Hill 

Ridge, connecting to Tucker Hill via existing trails, and then cross Beaver Meadow Road 
to connect with the Blue Ribbon Trail, which leads users to a large town parking area 
where point to point travel could be arranged.  

 
A shorter route option exists that would allow trail users to travel back into town 

via Browns Schoolhouse Trail and a new multiuse trail along the Charles Brown Brook. 
This route option has two other town parking areas for groups to utilize, and to put in 
place significant kiosk mapping of the trial network. 

 
Accessibility for children and newcomers to the great outdoors is a major goal of 

this shorter route. The Norwich Pool Recreation Area parking lot is a starting point for 
many family activities. Creating a modestly graded approach to other trails in the network 
is a key feature of the idea.  

 





 
 

Eliminating AT Trail and Corridor Misuse: 
 

The proposed Bragg Hill ridge trail would immediately eliminate the purpose of 
the 3 informal trails that abut Cossingham Farm, as well as reduce traffic across the AT 
itself at Cossingham Trail (Class IV).  
 

Connecting between Happy Hill Rd. and Tucker Hill Rd. will eliminate regular 
usage of the Tucker Trail, a Class IV that leads to the AT itself, where trail users follow 
an old Class IV graded portion of the AT. Trail users then utilize a derelict section of the 
AT to make the majority of the connection to Tucker Hill Rd. We would be able to 
eliminate all of this trail misuse and impact, and wipe away 4 other major intersections of 
informal trails and the AT or AT corridor.  
 
 
Alternative Routes: 
 

Geography along the ridge does not allow for any other options for a multiuse 
trail of this scope that does not impact either the AT corridor or Cossingham Farm, which 
has it’s own network of trails that are designated for foot or ski traffic only. Finding room 
that would meet NFS seems reasonable, and route will be a compromise between NFS 
needs and landowner management goals for Cossingham Farm. 
 

Further along the route there are other options to travel the ridge, but without 
directing travelers to Happy Hill Rd from Heyl Trail, we will not be able to confidently 
eliminate the 7 informal trail crossings of the AT and corridor that are currently used to 
make a similar journey.  
 
 
Satisfaction of NFS Forest Management Plan: 
 

This need can only be met by working with both public and private landowners to 
establish a clear multiuse corridor that respects the integrity of the AT. Specific to the 
NFS Forest Management Plan for this region for non-motorized trails standards and 
guidelines: 
 

1. On National Parks Service acquired lands, non-motorized trails in the AT 
corridor will only be permitted at designated crossings.  

2. New crossings must be minimized, except with approved consultation with 
NFS and ATC. 

3. Users should be informed and educated on all pertinent trail use and closure 
issues.  
 





We strongly believe that by approving a thoughtfully located multiuse trail that 
briefly parallels the AT, at a distance that respects the visual experience and integrity of 
the AT itself, we will be able to meet these standards and improve up the current situation 
by eliminating multiple informal crossings and trails in this process. By creating a clearly 
established management organization for the larger trail network, we are confident that 
we can keep users informed and educated on AT standards and values.  

 
 
Project Funding: 
 

Construction costs at the inception of this idea should be minimal.  A primary 
goal is to create trails that are self-sustaining by way of being well located for the driest 
possible travel in all seasons. We would avoid requisite bridge work wherever possible 
but any required costs would be underwritten by ongoing grant funding from the Norwich 
Women’s Club and grand money for youth programing as sought by the Norwich 
Recreation Committee. 
 
 
Management Plan: 
 

The proposed trail would be the result of hard work put forth by existing trail 
stewards, the Norwich Trails Committee, and many private landowners that support 
shared trails. Private landowners involved in the construction of this larger 
town-accessible trail are strongly in support of the idea but have not known in the past 
how to promote or manage this kind of vision.  

 
Larger landowners are often in absentia, and manage their land via foresters or 

neighbors who live in town. By creating a clearly marked pathway for trail users to 
follow, which can be access from multiple established parking areas throughout town, 
landowners are much more comfortable knowing that the public will be safe and can that 
they will be represented by a team of stewards that oversee the larger trail network. 
Being a part of a bigger picture plan to make these kinds of connections throughout town 
is something many landowners have been looking to promote for years but were not 
confident in doing so alone. 
 

We expect to transform the Norwich Trails Committee from a the informal and 
collegial group of trail stewards that it is currently to a nonprofit association that is 
directed by community members representing the various trail users and landowner 
groups involved in the larger trail network. This change in status will allow for greater 
protections for landowners, foster good communication between user groups and 
landowners, and allow for increased awareness and navigability of the town’s trail 
network. Moving management from committee to association will not change anything 
about the exceptional way that this group has been managing trails in Norwich for the 
past 20 years, and will most definitely hold true to it’s core values of building, 





maintaining and reviving Norwich’s trails in accordance with the highest standards for 
durability, safety, and ecological impact.  
 
 
 
 
Supporting infrastructure: 

 
-Established network of community volunteers 
-Experienced fundraising mechanism via local, state, and national sources 
-5 town and 1 private parking and trailhead kiosk locations throughout network 
-Town and municipal government support for increased use of public resources 
-Over 1000 acres of municipally owned land with existing or potential trail connections 
-A growing network of small and large landowners who support this shared trail vision 
-Over 14 miles of contiguous established trails reaching out to all corners of Norwich 
 
 
Hopefully Concluding: 
 

We’d really like to work together with NFS and ATC on this project. Across our 
community this is believed to be a solution for many enduring trail use challenges, and 
one that creates a long term plan for successfully growing awareness for and appreciation 
of good behavior, land management, and ecological conservation. 





 
























