
From: Knox, Holly -FS hknox@fs.fed.us
Subject: RE: DRAFT Request to authorize four existing trails within the Appalachian Trail Corridor in Norwich, Vermont -- Next steps

Date: April 4, 2019 at 11:58 AM
To: Stephen Flanders stephen.n.flanders@gmail.com
Cc: Nick Krembs nick.krembs@gmail.com, Riordan Brian brian.riordan@gmail.com, George Clark goodlark876@gmail.com

Hi	Steve,
Yes,	we	would	look	for	a	finalized	proposal	with	abu:ng	agreements.
If	you	are	willing	to	take	the	lead,	we	would	be	happy	to	have	you	schedule	a	field	review	and
develop	an	agenda	for	a	group	review	of	the	proposed	segments.
Sorry	I	have	been	away	from	email	and	am	delayed	in	responding
Holly
	
	

Holly Knox 
802.767.4261 x 5530
Rochester and Middlebury Ranger Districts
Green Mountain National Forest
 
 

	
	
From:	Stephen	Flanders	[mailto:stephen.n.flanders@gmail.com]	
Sent:	Thursday,	March	28,	2019	9:43	AM
To:	Knox,	Holly	-FS	<hknox@fs.fed.us>
Cc:	Nick	Krembs	<nick.krembs@gmail.com>;	Riordan	Brian	<brian.riordan@gmail.com>;	George
Clark	<goodlark876@gmail.com>
Subject:	Re:	DRAFT	Request	to	authorize	four	exis`ng	trails	within	the	Appalachian	Trail	Corridor
in	Norwich,	Vermont	--	Next	steps
 
Dear Holly,
 
Thank you for your reply to our proposal, which we understand that you and your
management team find to have merit. 
 
We infer that our next steps are to:

1. Provide the finalized proposal with landowner agreements for the described abutting
properties.

2. Schedule and identify an agenda for the field review of the proposed segments.
 
For the NTC and the UVMBA, 

Steve

Stephen Flanders
317 Hopson Road
Norwich, Vermont 05055
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802-649-1134 (Home)

On Mar 27, 2019, at 12:30 PM, Knox, Holly -FS <hknox@fs.fed.us> wrote:
 
Hi	everyone,
	
Thank	you	for	refining	the	proposal	and	sending	it	for	review.	While	you	may	wish	to
add	informa`on,	we	do	not	think	anything	more	is	needed	and	would	be	happy	to
accept	this	proposal.	Our	next	steps	would	be	to	review	the	proposed	segments	in
the	field	this	spring/summer.
	
As	for	your	technical	ques`ons:

·         Sign	specifici`es	are	not	needed	for	your	proposal	but…we	would	typically
desire	a	post	looking	up	the	trail	(so	less	intrusive)	but	also	make	the
decision	in	considera`on	of	the	specific	site	(what	issues	may	exist	in	the
area,	what	is	most	likely	to	gain	compliance/educate	users/and	or	provide
needed	direc`onal	informa`on).

·         We	do	have	standardized	bicycle	signs
·         I	am	not	sure	I	understand	your	ROW	ques`on.	I	do	not	have	example	ROW

agreements	that	I	can	share	but	UVLT	or	ATC	is	likely	to	have	some	that
would	be	more	applicable	than	a	ROW	agreement	between	a	private
landowner	and	the	federal	government.	In	speaking	with	our	District	Ranger
about	crossings	that	enter	private	land	and	the	level	of
commitment/agreement	we	would	like	to	see	from	the	private	landowners,
he	provided	the	following:

o   For	crossings	within	the	Appalachian	Trail	corridor	that	do	not	require
infrastructure	(such	as	bridges)	–	wriken	landowner	permission	is
acceptable

o   For	crossings	that	require	infrastructure	on	federal	land,	we	would
like	to	see	an	agreement	with	the	landowner	for	a	minimum	of	10
years

	
Holly
	
	
<image001.png> Holly Knox 

802.767.4261 x 5530
Rochester and Middlebury Ranger Districts
Green Mountain National Forest
 
 

	
	
From:	Stephen	Flanders	[mailto:stephen.n.flanders@gmail.com]	
Sent:	Sunday,	March	24,	2019	4:33	PM
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To:	Knox,	Holly	-FS	<hknox@fs.fed.us>
Cc:	Nick	Krembs	<nick.krembs@gmail.com>;	Riordan	Brian
<brian.riordan@gmail.com>;	dhardyvt@gmail.com;	Cathie	Redpath
<cathieredpath@gmail.com>;	Liz	Russell	<elisabethwaterworth@gmail.com>;	Gered
Dunne	<gereddunne@gmail.com>;	Gerry	Plummer	<gerryplummer@yahoo.com>
Subject:	DRAFT	Request	to	authorize	four	exis`ng	trails	within	the	Appalachian	Trail
Corridor	in	Norwich,	Vermont
 
Holly Knox, District Recreation Program Manager
Rochester Ranger Station - Green Mountain National Forest, Vermont
 
Dear Holly,
 
Thank you for your review of the outline and summaries that we sent earlier. It
helped us frame the attached DRAFT proposal for your review and advice.
You’ll note that it is now jointly from the NTC and the UVMBA to address
division of responsibility for hiking trails and multi-use (hiking/cycling) trails,
respectively.
 
This would be a good time to receive a sense from you, regarding the merits of
our request. Can you identify elements that have a good chance of approval,
any elements that have little chance for approval, and yet other elements that
require more clarification or justification to obtain approval? Would there be
an acceptable alternative to any elements that have little chance for approval?
 
We would also like to know whether you might supply examples of successful
proposals that we could emulate to strengthen ours, as appropriate?
 
Here are some technical questions:

Should signage for cross trails on the AT be on a post at the intersection
per USFS manual EM7100 (P. 5A-17) or be visible bylooking up the
trail to be less intrusive (P. 5-9, Figure 5-2 Top), or be non-existent?
USFS manual EM7100 doesn’t appear to have bicycle signage. Is there a
model for such signage, elsewhere?
What form would landowner agreement for a ROW take? Can you
provide a model agreement, which would appear in Section III,
Appendix C, signed by the abutting landowner, for each ROW needed?

 
Perhaps you could respond with a “Reply All”, when ready. 
 

For the NTC and the UVMBA, 
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Steve

Stephen Flanders
317 Hopson Road
Norwich, Vermont 05055

802-649-1134 (Home)
 

This electronic message contains information generated by the USDA
solely for the intended recipients. Any unauthorized interception of
this message or the use or disclosure of the information it contains may
violate the law and subject the violator to civil or criminal penalties. If
you believe you have received this message in error, please notify the
sender and delete the email immediately.


